
3-13-2017 

The Elma City Council meeting was opened by Mayor Jerry Steven at 7:00 P.M. at the former school 

building gym. Meeting was opened with roll call. Laura Zenner, present, Randy Thoren, present, Emily 

Ptacek, present, TJ Granahan, present, Jerry Haar, present. 

Elma Locker and Grocery submitted a building permit to be added to the agenda. TJ moved the agenda 

be approved, second Jerry, carried. 

TJ moved the minutes of the February 13th meeting be approved, second Emily, carried. 

Jerry moved the building permit for Elma Locker and Grocery be approved, second Laura, carried. 

TJ moved the liquor license for Maple Heights Golf and Country Club be approved, second jerry, carried. 

TJ moved the claims be approved, second Laura, carried. 

Mayor Steven opened the public hearing for discussion on the budget for the Fiscal Year 2017-18. There 

was no discussion. Mayor Steven closed the public hearing at 7:07. 

TJ moved that Resolution 20170313 approval of budget be approved, second Jerry. Mayor Steven asked 

for a roll call vote. Vote is as follows. Laura, aye, Randy, aye, Emily, aye, TJ, aye, Jerry, aye. Vote passes. 

Jason Passmore from Howard County Economic Development gave the Council the yearly report on 

funding and invited the Council to the Howard County Business and Tourism Annual Banquet with guest 

speaker Joni Ernst. 

Tyrell Roethler asked the Council permission to keep 4 chickens in a coop. TJ approved Tyrell having 

chickens, second Jerry, carried. 

Bob Moen was not in attendance to talk about lining the sewer lines. Randy brought up that there 

should be a cat walk installed at the sewer plant for Dennis to walk out on to retrieve samples and for 

washing. Currently there is not one and it is unsafe. The sewer committee will look into getting a price 

on installing a cat walk. 

The fire department will be bringing the new fire truck back to Elma on March 17th, so the old fire truck 

will need a place to go. Randy will get together with the fire department and Dennis to find a place for 

the old fire truck. 

Tj is waiting on a bid from a contractor about Pat Young’s trees and he’ll have him take a look at the 

trees at Lucy’s also. TJ will also look to get bids from a second contractor. He will have more for the April 

meeting. 

The Council would like the park board to come to the Council and request that 2 additional members be 

added to the park board. Randy moved to table the park board until the April meeting, second TJ, 

carried. 



Discussion on the school building was that Gary Anderson, an architect from Skot and Anderson was to 

come today to look at the school building, but with the weather, he will now be coming on Wednesday. 

The City received a $1,000 grant from the Elma Area Community Foundation and $1,500 grant from the 

Howard County Community Foundation. The grants were written to replace more windows on the main 

level of the building and install mini splits. The committee will now decide on how best to use that 

money for these projects. 

Discussion was on the vacant houses. Letters were sent to the property owners and both have 

responded but have not done anything else. It was suggested by Jason that the next step would be to 

include the City attorney.  

Discussion was on the City Attorney and whether the City needs to be looking for a new attorney to 

handle City business. Shannon will set up an appointment for TJ and Randy to meet with the current City 

Attorney to discuss the City’s needs and how to move forward. 

Discussion was on a raise for Dennis and the addition of sick leave. Currently the City does not offer sick 

leave. It was brought up that maybe a better option for Dennis would be to be able to carry over more 

vacation time as he would not accrue very much sick leave. Randy moved Dennis receive a raise of 

$1.50, making his hourly wage $23.02, and carry over 2 weeks of vacation instead of one. This will be 

effective July 1, 2017. Second Emily, carried. All are in favor, except TJ with a nay. 

TJ has received estimates on road work for the streets in Elma that need fixing. There was extra money 

put into the budget for street repairs this summer, but the amount of work needing to be done is much 

more extensive. TJ and Jerry will get together and look at the estimates and the work and have some 

recommendations for the Council in the coming months. 

The City has received a proposal from Simmering-Cory & Iowa Codification to have the Ordinance book 

redone. The Ordinances have not been updated since 2012 including the changes that have been made 

to the State Codes. The proposal is for $3,800. It will take about a year for everything to be updated. 

Randy moved to accept the proposal to update the City of Elma Ordinance book, second TJ, carried. 

Mayor Steven had no further comments. 

Emily moved the meeting be adjourned, second Laura, meeting adjourned. 

 

 


