
4-10-2017 

The Elma City Council meeting was opened by Mayor Jerry Steven at 7:00 P.M. at the former school 

building gym. Meeting was opened with roll call. Laura Zenner, present, Jerry Haar, present, Randy 

Thoren, present, TJ Granahan, present, Emily Ptacek, present. 

TJ moved the agenda be approved, second jerry, carried. 

Jerry moved the minutes of the March 13th meeting be approved, second Randy, carried. 

TJ moved the building permit for Randy Thoren be approved, second Laura, carried. 

TJ moved the liquor license for the Bluebird Bar and grill be approved, second Randy, carried. 

Randy moved the claims be approved, second TJ, carried. 

Bob Moen from Visu Sewer was present at the meeting to talk about lining some sewer lines. Item was 

tabled to obtain quotes for some other areas. 

Dennis will talk to the sewer committee about cleaning out sewer lines. 

TJ read aloud resolution 20170410 authorizing Jerry Steven, Mayor and Shannon Gebel, City Clerk to 

sign legal documents pertaining to the sale of lots 20 and 21, block 19, approved and sold in February 

2016. TJ moved authorizing Mayor and Clerk to sign be approved, second Jerry. Mayor Steven asked for 

a roll call vote. Vote is as follows. Laura, aye, Jerry, aye, Randy, aye, TJ, aye, Emily, aye. Resolution 

passes. 

The Council was given examples of lawn mowing ordinances. They discussed some changes to better fit 

Elma. Shannon will have a draft of a lawn mowing ordinance written up with these changes for the May 

meeting. 

Randy, Laura, and Shannon met with trustees from the rural townships to discuss a new fire agreement 

between the City and Rural. All were in agreement of a whole new agreement with the City and Rural 

combining and sharing equipment and expenses equally. There will be some items to be worked out and 

an agreement written for both the City and Rural townships to vote on. The Council would like the 

agreement to be in place in time for the start of the fiscal year on July 1st. Shannon will keep in contact 

with Trudy O’Donnell, Treasurer/Secretary for the Rural townships, so that we can get this done. 

Discussion was about putting money extra money into the fire department fund, but was agreed not to 

do so at this time until we see how the new agreement for the fire department is working out. 

Dennis had a bid for a new mower for the City and will check with some other dealers in the area to get 

more bids for the May meeting. 

The committee is still in the process of getting bids for taking down tree branches. They will have more 

for the May meeting. 



Shannon will get a hold of the City’s attorney to make sure he’s sent out a 2nd letter to the owners of 

abandoned houses. Mayor Steven will be getting “Do Not Enter” signs posted on the houses. 

Emily Malli has inquired about renting office space in the Rainy building for a massage business. She has 

been coming on Mondays with Sheila to see if there’s interest in Elma for a massage therapist and has 

requested to start renting on June 1st. Jerry moved Emily Malli be approved to rent an office in the Rainy 

building for $100 a month starting June 1st, second TJ, carried. Shannon will be in contact with Emily. 

Dennis will get with the committee about cleaning out the waterway going out of town.  

Printer is not an issue at this point and was put on the agenda before it was fixed. Shannon will discuss 

with the committee if there’s further issues. 

Jendro Sanitation had sent an email about city wide cleanup day, wanting to bring a dumpster into town 

instead of running the route as usual. The contract states that a truck will be provided for city wide clean 

up, so the Council wants a letter sent to Jendro about the route being run that day instead of a 

dumpster being brought into town. 

Mayor Steven had no further comments. 

TJ moved the meeting be adjourned, second Jerry, meeting adjourned. 

 


